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* ! P incredible 19 new tree-dwelling orchids, all from
as new to science! The ¥ % New Guinea, were named in 2020! Many of them
brilliant botanists and / " have srectac:;lla; fl|:w¢;rs;lbut oull; far\‘/f is I:?:_sk
F f : agger-tongued’ Bulbophyllum, which looks like
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Experts reveal their most incre

*And fungi - which aren’t plants or animals,
but a separate category all of their own! Not all newly-named

species are new to

e
TRAVELLING
TOADSTOOL?

unknown to the
scientific world!
NAME: Cortinarius heatherae
FROM: UK

London’s Heathrow Airport may
seem like an unlikely place for a new

Many of the newly-
named orchids have
only been found once,
and some are only
known from a single
preserved specimen!

discovery - but that’s exactly SUPER
where mycologist (fungi expert) ‘SHROOMS
Andy Overall found a new type of Fungiin the
toadstool! He was strolling the river Cortinarius family help o 4
on the boundary of the airport when plants to grow and P e

he spotted the ‘shroom. Andy named provide nitrogen

the fantastic find after his wife to trees! toadstools
Heather in 2020. were nam_ed
How very romantic! last year in

the UK.

’ PROTECTION
Luckily, this orchid was
UG LI EST discovered within a
o Rc H I D, protected national park,
o so it's safe for now.
NAME: Gastrodia agnicellus
FROM: Madagascar
Think‘orchid; and you'd probably imagine a showy,
vibrant and beautiful flower, right? Well, NOT this
one! Its 11-mm flowers are small, brown and rather
ugly! The plant doesn’t have any leaves to make
food, and so depends on fungi for its nutrition.
Once the flower has been pollinated, its stalks

grow tall, lifting the fruit off the floor so its dust-
like seeds can disperse easily through the forest.

Could the leaves
of the new Aloes be
used in medicines?
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Turn over to meet some
plant-explorers!
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